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P DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE li 
* -  

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 
BY --L*,, 

Jmeeu, Alaska, Mv. 23,1925. \ 

Active operations began after arrival at Jmeau,  on %arch 8th. 

t e r  Drenarations t o  go on sea l  m t r o l ,  lef t  Juneau on Bpreau boat 
e 

/ \  * 

i 

' nAturre" on k r c h  lE;th, arrivine; at Sitka on the  20th. On account of 

stormy weather, the Indians d id  not go out t o  take seal u n t i l  May 6th. 

Durlrig the intervening time, between March 20th end May 6th, R constant 

p a t r o l  was kept on t h e  herring f i she r i e s  at Sitka and vicini ty ,  with 

occasioml invest igat ion of  loca,tions vhere it was allege8 fur s e a l  were 

seen at points con t iyous  t o  Si tka Sound. 

Only one boat went out sea l ing  Hay 6th and gth,  m C  two boats 

on May 11, 14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 27, arid June 1, 2, 4, taking a, t o t a l  

of 189 male, 50 f e m l e ,  and 40 mborn  puns taken from the fernlee,  

(Attention i s  invi ted t o  special report of June 6th  and svrpplementary 

report  of July 23, 1925.) 

On June l l t h ,  ac t ive  operztions began on salman pa t ro l  and con- 

tinued f o r  the reminber  of the Season i n  the  Icy Strait-Cross Sound 

dist r ic t  A u g u s t  11th an6 fmm September 5th t o  October 15th inclusive,  

several  trips being made t o  the  m e r  swt of Lynn Canal fa  connection 

Kith the closed area of  all waters north of t h e  south end of the first 

islnnds south of Seduction Point. (Attention is invi ted t o  d a i l y  report 

June 17, J 3 y  7,  31, and A u g u s t  1, 12, 13, 1925, anr? special report of  

A u g u s t  1.6, 1925). 

At  9.24 A.M. on Sunthy, June 21, ,l92fj, 8 fishery violation 
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occurred by t’he PRcific Amerfca Fisheries f l o a t i n g  trart Nuqber 1 

Terr i tory l icense 25-023, locatee on t h e  north shore of Icy S t r a i t ,  

7-112 miles from t h e  Pacif ic  Amricm Fisheries cannery at Excursion 

I n l e t .  (Attection i s  inTrited t o  daily reDort of  June 21, 1925, cnd 

special  report o f  June 29, 1925). 

On June 22, 1325, complzint Y:as f i le i t  chmging Chqrles C .  

?!iller d t h  v io la t ion  of Act of June 6, 1324. OE A u g u s t  15, 1925, 

case #1793-P, C k t s .  C .  >hil ler was arraigned before :he D i s t r i c t  Court 

where plea of g u i l t y  vas enter&, and f ine  of 925. r i t k  costs of .dl‘3.PO 

was assessed. 

On June 2h end 25, vrxtchTen aere  placed on the following 

s t r e e m :  - Re6 Salmon streeii  1/2 mile southeast of Astoria & Puget 

Sound Canning So. c a m e m  at B c u r s i o n  I n l e t ;  Pa.vlof Hwbor, znl 

Tenalree I n l e t ,  on Jtlly 1st s t r e m ,  vratckqen r e r e  pleced at Eow~rc? 

Bw, Port Frederick, Basket Bay, Kootznahoo Inlet, Kelp Bm, Red B l u f f  

Bar ,  ,and Gut 3a~7 on the east  coast of B&ranoff Island. (Attention is  

inv i ted  t o  d a i l y  r q o r t s  of June 24 and 25, and July 1 and 2, 1925). 

Stream guards mere discontinued at Cree?=, bays, and i n l e t s ,  

on the following dates: 

Tenakee In le t  1 

Hood Bay, North Arm, ) 

Basket Bay 1 

Parlof &r%or, Freshwater Bay ) A m s t  21. 1325. 

Sltkho Bax ) A w t  23, 1925. 

Glacier Bay Aufiust  29, 1925. 

Stream w a t c h  from Bmtlett Cove was moved t o  Glacier 
Bay on August 2g, 1925. 
report  of August 27gQ925.) 

(Attention i s  invi ted t o  daily 
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I W o  Inlet  1 S a t .  15, 1925. 

Game Creek, Port Frederick ) 
H i l l -  Creek lf ) Sept. 16, 1325 (Attention 
Excursion In l e t  ) i s  invited t o  &.Lily renorts of 
Drlrl68.S BaJ7 ) Sept. 13,1LF,15,16, 1325). 

Stream watckqen at Chillcat and Chilkoot vere teken i n  on 
s ~ t .  30, 1925. 

Betmeen Sept. 5th and. OctoSer l5 th ,  i n  comliance r i t h  fishery 

regulation of A w s t  14., 1925, there  were foxr Crif t  g i l l  net: boats and four 

men operating three s e t . g i l 1  nets each, one mcin operating oDe se t  g i l l  net 

i n  the Chilket In l e t ;  i n  a l l  sevea Indians and three Fhi te  men. There could 

be no more Indians Induced t o  go fishing. 

From October 16th t o  Noveinber 13th was spent i n  mrlring s t r eam 

i n  the Icy Strait-Cross Soimd d i s t r i c t  and i n  that DAI% of the central  dis- 

t r i c t  betmeell -%lse Bay, Chatham, an2 RoEm.2 Bay, Pe-il Strait inclusive, 

also Eood 3ay, Kelp 3ay, Rootzmhoo Inlet .  Owing t o  stormy weather, there 

mere only 56 creeks mrked, ,and tbere a re  50 more streams t o  be marked i n  

the same area,. 30 ntzrkers a t  the head of  an Inlet  were suff ic ient  f o r  

three streams, a d  i n  one case, f o z r  markers Fere used f o r  oDe stream. 

Active operatiozs closed 02 :3overn5er 13, 1925, on nccomt of  stormy 

weather. 

on October 13, 1925, eight Indians vere foun6 f i sh ing  and using 

g i l l  nets ebove tbe nouth o f  t he  river at the  head of Fxcursion Inlet .  

They t o l d  the T r i t e r  the7 Fere t a k i q  the f i s h  f o r  loca l  food remire?lents 

and f o r  dog feed. 

f i s h  f o r  comerc ia l  pwaoses ~ n c ?  complaint w a s  f i l e d  on October loth, and 

or October 20th the m i t e r  was held under subpoem t o  runpear before the 

Grand Jury on Novmber 23d. The vfolet ion at this m i t i n g  h s  not yet 

reac3ed the Grand Jury, they 

It was learned afterwards tkLat they were taking the 

as 
h 

otherwise occurpied. 
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The m i t e r  reco-mends thzt comerciel  fls’l-inc f o r  S R ~ I Z ~ O ~ ,  
~ _,_ ._ 

I _  -_- __ -. 
excmt by t ro l l i nc ,  be prohibiter? i3 the Ic:~ Str?i t -?ross  Sonnd d is -  

t r i c t  f r o m  Jan-dzry 1s t  t o  J u l ~  11th incl=lsive, In  orzer t o  ellos the 

first rm of szlmon t o  ?rn i n t o  the m a m i n g  be!’,s, as t h i s  ra i s  the 
“ -  - _ _ _ _  

no s t cf epl e t  e?-. 

takinz o f  salmon f r o 2  one e i s t r i c t  t o  anofher, (excmt ?here. the 

canneries are contiguous t o  the  dividing l i n e  of the  d i s t r i c t )  f o r  

the  reason that on an? a f t e r  Julg 12th there mo1~3.d be szlmn In all 

d i s t r i c t s  a12 the crmer ie s  ere  not likely t o  send t h e i r  %oats t o  ~ i c k  

up f i s h  elsexhere v-her, there i s  s a l m n  close by. Ylris r o d e  Drevent 

the over-fishing i n  the Icy St ra i t -Cross  Sound C i s t r i c t  ( i t  having 

the ea r l i e s t  rr;n i r z  Southeastern A l a s h  except Gry Bay i n  the Ydxtet 

d is t r ic t )&.  no c a e v  WOU~C? have an ad.vantage on accounts o f  geo- 

graphical locat iqn. 

It is  d s o  recomnded t h t  there be a 60 hour close6 
I -- -. 

I 

period ench week 2nd f ishing ’be allowed t o  continue Cluring the re- 

vainder of the  y e m ,  as the 60 hour veek3.y closed ver iod  w i l l  cr l loa 

enough f i s h  f r o m  each run t o  f;et i n t o  the spamlng beds. 

I-- - -  

The 

closing down of  f i sh i ce  fmn January 1 s t  t o  Julj- 11th woxld build 

UD End conserve the first run o f  salmon a d  the m i t e r  believes it  

would  be more equita%le t o  the f i sh ing  in t e re s t s ,  i.e. both the 

cmneries  ani! fishermen,to have a continuous season, ,and! i n  t he  last 

analysis ,  the canneries would be benefit ted br the building w of 

the  e a r l i e r  m s  o f  f i s h  i f  it were continued f o r  onlr  one cycle of 

four years. 



It i s  suggested that the 60 hour closed period be set at 

three nights an?, t w o  d q s ,  begtnning at 6 o'clock P. I$. on Friday, and 

contin7;ing unt i l  6 o\clock A.X. on l4onday, or 6 o'clock P.X. on 

Swturw until. 6 o'clock A,?$. ori Zluesdhv. 

rnatter f o r  the Conmhssioner t o  cletemine. 

This, hopever, woTLd be a 

The reason the writer recornends the three n,f.ghts rather than 

three days is t lmt  the salmon t ravel  further R t  night thnn during the 

b y  a& for  that reason they .rrould go further i n  three nights at! two 

days than thes w o u l d  i n  three a s  nnd tvo nirhts. 

The following paragraph, while not direct ly  connected Kith 

the conservation of fisk? an5 perbps should not be t&en u;n by the  

m i t e r ,  i s  of sufficient irportance t o  the in6nstry t o  be taken up 

and considerec. The industry w i l l  be benefitted by the closed period 

u n t i l  July 12th bp not kx ing  t o  put i n  the i r  traps =til one month 

l a t e r ,  thzs insuring thex f i n e  weather an2 no Belays on account of  
. 

storms i n  preparing f o r  t he i r  pack. This vroulcl be a saving t o  the 

Canneries in the t o t a l  cost of putting up the pack. 

It is n l s o  reconmended that  if possible the rruriiber of strean 
--- -- 

watchmen be increased as t h i s  is the  best method of protecting the 

streams on account of the  radius of the  patrol boats being l imi t ed  
- /-- --- -----Ic___- 

due t o  t he i r  lack of speed. Tbe distance between the streams pro- 

h i b i t s  tfie watchmen from covering more t h m  one o r  t w o  s t r e w  and 

the  speec? an5 m b e r  of the b a t s  are  verg l i m t t e d  for the purpose of 

patrol  work. 

Operitors from Dixon's Entrance on the south, t o  m d  including 

Patcutat on the north, claim that the run of  salmon were la 
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and they point t o  the large nuvber of salmon that were i n  the 3ap ,  

i o l e t s ,  r ivers ,  a,nd creeks tifter f ishing was closetl d o m  on zrd 

a f t e r  July 2‘0th i n  the Yahtat d i s t r i c t ;  a f t e r  Aue.lst  6th i n  the 

Icy S t r a i t  d i s t r i c t ;  Etftgr August 11th fn the Central  Distr ic t  betreen 

the 57th and 5Eth parallel of  north la t i tude;  x f t e r  August  22nd in 

the Prince of ‘Kales Island DiRtrict;  anl! a f t e r  A W x t  lEth i n  t h e  

Southern D i s t  ri.ct . 
It i s  t m e  there were la rge  ambers o f  s d m n  but it is also 

t rue  that there were none o f  then t,&en an6 they noxild naturally show 

i n  lerge qwcatities i n  bays, i n l e t s ,  r ivers ,  m c i  creeks. The wr i te r  

believes t h n k  the run was no larger th,m it had been r-mninE, right 

along fron July l z th ,  but tbat there  was intensive fishfng betveen 

Ju ly  12th and the t i m e  of closing f o r  each d i s t r i c t .  

The salmon being taken, there wonld not be so narq of  then 

show i n  the bays, i n l e t s ,  rfoers,  and creeks. 

In  case the  Comnissioner puts into effect  the above rem- 

lat-lon, viz. the closing of the Northern District until July 12th, 

e x c q t  f o r  t ro l l i ng ,  there will be large numbers of  salmon seen i n  

~ l l  bags, i z l e t s ,  r ivers ,  and creeks between June 5th  an6 July 12th 

and the  claim will be made that there  are  m r e  salmon i n  the Dis t r ic t  

than there has been f o r  years past fo r  the reason that none T o d d  be 

taken and they would show UD in large quantities. 

Resbect fu l ly  snbmit t ed, 


